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Summary 

RBC Property Services was instructed by Shawclough cp School to undertake an 

Access Audit of:  

Shawclough Primary School, 

Thrum Hall Lane, 

Rochdale,  

Lancashire,  

OL12 6DE.  

The site inspection was carried out in August 2018. 

 

 

 

 

The building was constructed in 1977 promoting an open plan layout internally with 

varying floor levels positioned throughout the building which proves challenging when 

considering ‘Access for all’.   

Some internal adaptation has been undertaken over the years to room areas with 

several rooms now fully enclosed.  Previous concertina door sections have been 

removed and replaced by stud partitions.  

Access for all user groups has been accounted for internally with a low level reception 

counter upon entry along with accessible toilet facilities and numerous stairlifts providing 

access to all levels of the building. 

Internally as priority, attention should be given to the upgrading of quarry tiled floor 

areas which can be slippery when wet, and replaced with anti-slip vinyl. 
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Externally many areas of stepped access are in need of adaptation in order to comply 

with current Building Regulations, at present they fail on numerous counts; namely 

Steps sets 1, 2 and 4.   

The Building Regulations indicate steps need to be provided given ramps are not easily 

accessible for all ‘user groups’ dependent upon their physical limitations and vice versa..  

Steps set 4 have been provided from a different floor level but these too are poorly 

constructed promoting a fall hazard through lack of handrails. These steps were also 

noted to be failing in other aspects relating to the current Building Regulations Parts K & 

M.  A balustrade has been recommended. 

Due to site constraints, full compliance to Building Regulations is not possible/feasible 

but ‘Reasonable adjustments’ certainly will improve overall access. 

The main concern from both an access point of view and health and safety is that there 

is no ramped access to the rear of the school for pushchair/wheelchair users and 

parents with young children are putting themselves at risk by walking through the car 

park.  There is stepped access to the lower part of the pedestrian route and it is 

recommended that half of the route width is converted into a ramp/slope.  Again, site 

constraints mean that the ramp will not fully comply with Building Regulations regarding 

gradient and landings, but in this case ‘Reasonable adjustments’ are more important 

from a health and safety perspective. 
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1 Introduction. 

1.1 Brief: 

 

RBC Property Services was instructed by Shawclough cp School, Rochdale to 

undertake an Access Audit of their school to assess general accessibility and 

highlight any shortfalls.  

The Access Audit has been carried out in accordance and in conjunction with 

Approved Document M of the Building Regulations and BS8300.   

BS8300 is in place to ensure that everyone can use a built environment equally. 

Everybody – particularly the disabled, elderly or those less able to stand – should be 

able to enter, use and exit a building easily, comfortably and independently. This 

includes being able to escape in the event of an emergency. 

Doc M works in tandem with BS8300 to give practical guidance on how its 

requirements can be incorporated into the built environment. 

In combination, they both set out the minimum standards that are required to adhere 

to the Equality Act, which was introduced on 1st October 2010 to replace the 

slightly older Disability Discrimination Act.  

 

1.2 Date of Inspection: 

 

Our inspection was undertaken during August 2018.  

1.3 Purpose:   

 

It is intended that the Access Audit undertaken will assist in identifying the hazards 

and shortfalls. The recommendations would help to bring the property up to a 

reasonable standard regarding access for all and also eliminate any health and 

safety concerns. 
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1.4 Report Structure: 
 

The survey was undertaken using an audit template from the Institute of Public 

Finance (CIPFA). 

 

The main body of the report has been correlated and linked to a photographic 

schedule.   

 

 

1.5     Costs: 

The costs are approximate and should only be used to gauge any quotations ‘in the 

region of’.  More accurate costs can be gained from an in-depth feasibility study if 

required. 



DDA Requirements

INTRODUCTION

PRIORITY OF WORKS

KEY
All work is required to improve the accessibility of the building 
and service provision.

HIGH
Due to the type and level of service provided work is considered 
urgent and should be carried out within 6 months

MEDIUM
Due to the reduced level of service provided work is considered 
less urgent and should be carried out within 12 months

LOW
Due to the minimal expected users this work is considered to 
be non urgent but should be carried out within two years

NOTE: Should service level provision or building usage change 
then re-assessment of the priority ratings is required

Date of Survey: 23/07/2018

This report and its recommendations should be used to improve 
accessibility to a wide range of users including people with 
mobility or sensory impairments, people with learning difficulties, 
those carrying luggage or shopping, parents with young children 
and older people.

The implementation of the works identified in this report and 
carefull consideration of any other works to be carried out on or 
within the building should be designed for optimum ease of use by 
its occupants and visitors.

The benchmarks / criteria used for assessment are Part "M" of the 
Building Regulations and British Standard BS 8300



DDA Requirements

Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

1 Approach, Routes and Street Furniture

1.1 Is the Building within convenient 
walking distance of. A public 
highway. Public transport, car 
parking?

There are bus stops on Whitworth Road just a short 
distance from Thrum Hall Lane.Unfortunately the school is 
built on quite a steep incline with limited public parking due 
to double yellow lines so anybody unsteady on their feet 
would struggle walking the distance from the main road 
down to the school gates and back; there is no seating 
available on the route.

See 1.11

1.2 Is the route free of kerbs There are adequate drop kerbs at road intersection points. No action required.

1.3 Is it wide  enough for 
wheelchairs, people using 
crutches, double width buggy's 
or people needing assistance.

The footpath is minimum 1500mm wide and therefore 
adequate.

Ensure trees/vegetation are kept trimmed back past 
the fence line so they don't encroach onto the footpath 
and therefore decrease the usable space.  (manage)

1.4 Surfaces even & slip resistant Surfaces should be firm, slip resistant in all weather, well 
laid and maintained. Cobbles and terrazzo not 
recommended. Loose stones, gravel should be avoided.  
The footpath is tarmac and therefore suitable.  

No action required.

1.5 Aural, Tactile and Visual Signs Surface materials should differ for persons and vehicles. 
The colour of the surfaces should also differ to aid the 
partially sighted. Different colours or kerbs may also 
discourage vehicles parking on footways. There are grass 
verges between the road and the footpath and this is 
adequate. Currently satisfactory.

No action required.

1.6 Sufficient landmarks to aid 
orientation

When giving directions or literature. Landmarks are a big 
help when describing the directions.  There is a church at 
the top of Thrum Hall Lane and a lay-by opposite the school 
entrance gates. Currently satisfactory.

No action required.

Priority Cost



DDA Requirements

Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

1.7 Route clearly signed Directional signs should be clear and large enough. Should 
not blend with any background. None reflective and logical.  
There are no directional signs on route to the school.

Double sided directional sign to be installed on 
Whitworth Road; enquiries through Highways 
Services.

350

1.8 Adequately lit Lighting should be adequate and not produce pools of light 
and dark areas.  There is street lighting along the route and 
therefore lighting is adequate.

No action required.

1.9 Free of hazards (street furniture) Street furniture, lamp-posts, planters, waste bins, trees, 
low branches should be avoided. There are no such 
hazards on the route, (ensure trees/vegetation are kept 
trimmed back behind the fence line).

No action required.

1.10 Free of hazardous building 
features

Outward opening doors or windows. Maximum projection of 
100mm or 1100mm high barriers required to gently force 
people away from obstruction. Overhanging objects 
minimum 2mtrs high.  There are no hazardous building 
features on the route.

No action required.

1.11 Adequate seating provided along 
routes.

Provision of appropriate seating is important, especially on 
long or sloping routes.  There is no seating provided.

Installation of a bench halfway between the main road 
and the school gates could be beneficial.  Enquiries to 
be made through Highways Services.

350

2 Car Parking

2.1 Are Accessible bays clearly 
signposted from entrance

Directions of disabled spaces should be signed from the 
car park entrance. Spaces should be 4800 long and 2400 
wide with a 1200 wide strip at rear and both sides for 
transfer from vehicle to chair. Parking bays should be as 
reasonably practicable close to the main entrance. Not 
greater than 50 mtrs.

Installation of a sign for disabled parking bay at 
entrance of car park.  There is one disabled bay that 
is marked incorrectly; only allowing additional space to 
one side of a vehicle rather than both; this could be 
rectified if/when the car park is re-lined.

250

2.2 Are spaces Identified as provision 
for disabled drivers / passengers 
only

Space is signed as disabled use only No action required.



DDA Requirements

Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

2.3 Are spaces Close enough to the 
facilities the car park serves?

Bay is well within the recommended 50m of the main 
entrance but access to the main entrance reception is up 
steps.

Consideration should be given to allow direct 
level/ramped access off the car park.  It is 
recommended that an independant feasibility study be 
undertaken to look at re-siting the disabled bay and 
either installing access directly to the footpath by 
removing a section of the planted area or creating a 
walkway within the car park  that pedestrians and 
wheelchair users could use safely and be confident in 
that they were segregated from vehicles.  Re-siting 
the disabled bay to the far end of the car park and 
around the corner could be the best place if the 
proposed new ramp goes ahead. It is also 
recommended that the single step just outside the 
entrance in front of the school be removed and that a 
ramp is installed instead.  This route from the car park 
would then allow a wheelchair user to access main 
school reception.

2000

2.4 Can car doors be fully opened to 
allow disabled drivers and 
passengers to transfer to a 
wheelchair parked alongside

Bays should be minimum 3200mm wide, this could include 
a hatched area which could be shared by an adjacent bay.

When the car park is re-lined, it is recommended that 
the disabled bay should be marked correctly and re-
sited to the far end of the car park where the new 
ramp could be sited.

500

2.5 Is there sufficient space for tail 
loading

Where possible a space of 1200mm should be allowed at 
the rear of the bay for tail loading purposes.

Site constraints do not allow this; it could pose a 
health and safety risk as the car park is narrow.

2.6 Is the route from the car park to 
the building accessible with 
dropped kerbs and appropriate 
tactile warnings

All pedestrian routes within the car park should be level. 
Any raised footpath areas should have dropped kerbs and 
adequate tactile warnings.  There is currently no pedestrian 
route through the car park.

2.7 Car Park smooth surfaces & free 
from loose stones

Hard standing for the vehicle and wheelchair user should 
be smooth and free of any stones. Kerbed sections should 
have drop kerbs in the line of access.

see 2.3

2.8 Is the car park adequately lit There is minimal lighting in the car park area. Additional lighting required in the car park area. 1000



DDA Requirements

Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

3 External Ramps

3.1 Ramp accompanied by steps for 
ambulant disabled

Some ambulant disabled people prefer steps rather than 
being forced to walk up a ramp. 

Where ramps are installed, site constraints do not 
allow accompanying steps.

3.2 Wide enough & suitably graded Ramps should be 1200mm wide with a minimum of 
1000mm clear width at handrail positions. Gradient should 
be not greater than 1 in 12. Preferred 1 in 15 or less. 1 in 
20 is considered as being level.  There are 7no external 
ramps, all of which are wide enough but 3no are too steep, 
measuring a gradient of 1:8.  These are the main 
pedestrian entrance ramp to the school grounds from the 
main road, the egress ramp from the fire exit to the front 
elevation and the pedestrian access footpath from the main 
road to the side elevation, (see plan).

Site constraints make it very difficult to meet gradient 
regulations.  This should be managed and any 
problems recorded for future assessments.

3.3 Suitable handrails each side 50mm dia handrails should be fitted both sides of a ramp. 
900mm high on sloping surface and 1000mm high on level 
surfaces. The handrails should be easily distinguishable 
from its background

Handrails are fitted both sides to the large ramp to the 
side elevation near the netball courts.  They are in a 
poor state of decoration and should be re-painted.  
Installation of handrails to the other ramps should be 
considered if site constraints allow.

1000

3.4 Surface slip resistant, firmly fixed 
and easy to maintain

Surfaces should be slip resistant and must not be confused 
with tactile warnings at the approach of steps. Currently 
satisfactory.

No action required.

3.5 Edges protected to prevent 
accidents

Edges of ramps should have a minimum upstand of 
100mm and any balustrade must not be able to catch a 
wheelchair users limbs.  Currently satisfactory/limited to 
site constraints.

No action required.



DDA Requirements

Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

3.6 If a permanent ramp cannot be 
constructed, is a portable ramp 
or platform lift available.

There is a high risk health and safety issue where parents 
with pushchairs are walking through the car park to gain 
access to the far side of the school as there is currently no 
ramped access.

It is recommended to remove half the width of the 
steps from the pedestrian access and replace with a 
ramp so that pushchair/wheelchair users can gain 
access around the school safely and are therefore still 
segregated from traffic on the car park.  It is noted 
that due to site constraints, the ramp may not fully 
comply regarding minimum gradient and level landing 
intervals but it is deemed necessary in this case to 
make 'Reasonable Adjustments' as outined in the 
Regulations to prevent serious risk of injury or worse.  
The new ramp should be accompanied by handrails.

20000

4 External Steps

4.1 Visual & Tactile warnings at top & 
bottom of steps

A corduroy tactile warning should be positioned at top and 
bottom of a flight.  There are 5no sets of steps and 
corduroy tactile paving is installed to just one of them.  The 
main entrance steps have blister tactile paving which 
denotes a crossing place and so are incorrect.

Consideration should be given to change/install tactile 
paving to all sets of steps.

2400

4.2 Suitable handrails each side 50mm dia handrails should be fitted both sides of a flight 
900mm high on sloping surface and 1000mm high on level 
surfaces. The handrails should be easily distinguishable 
from its background.  Again only 1no set of steps has 
handrails both sides.

Consideration should be given to install handrails to 
both sides of steps sets 1 and  2 (L) and also, a 
ballustrade to steps set 4 to prevent falls over the 
open edge (H).

1000 2000

4.3 Lighting adequate & well 
positioned

Lighting should be from above or the side and should not 
cause anyone to negotiate the stairs in their own shadow. 
Currently satisfactory.

No action required.

4.4 Treads long enough and all same 
length

Tread should be a minimum of 280mm long.  Steps set 2 
fall short of the minimum and are too shallow at 240-
270mm tread.

Consideration should be given to rebuilding  steps set 
2 with minimum, uniform tread.

1000



DDA Requirements

Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

4.5 Risers shallow enough & all of 
same height

Risers should not exceed 150mm high, the main entrance 
steps risers fall between 120 - 170mm.  Other step sets 
meet requirements.

Consideration should be given to re-build the main 
entrance steps with uniform, maximum risers of 
150mm, with no overhanging nosings which can 
cause trips.

1500

4.6 Nosing readily identifiable Nosings should be should be easily identifiable. Contrasting 
colour and preferably non-slip. Nosings should not protrude 
sufficient to catch the toes of anyone ascending the steps

Consideration should be given to install/re-paint 
nosings to 3no sets of steps.

incl

4.7 Landing big enough and provided 
at intermediate levels in a long 
flight

Landings should be provided at change of direction and 
each flight should not exceed 1200mm high. Landings 
should be the minimum width and length as the width of the 
stairs.

No action required.

5 Entrances

5.1 Main entrance easy to find and 
clearly distinguishable from 
façade

Should be in a logical location and easily found within the 
routes that service the building. Should be easily 
distinguishable. Clear signs indicating entrance and visible 
from all approaches. Currently satisfactory.

No action required.

5.2 Door opening wide enough for all 
users

Minimum clear opening of 800mm preferred 900-1000. 
Outward opening doors should be protected or recessed.  
Currently between 800mm - 1000mm.

No action required.

5.3 level or flush threshold Maximum step if threshold strip used should not exceed 
13mm and should be clearly visible.  Thresholds are level.

No action required.

5.4 Adequate vision of people either 
side of door

Doors should have vision panels whereby persons standing 
or seated may easily see persons on either side of the door. 
Vision zone 900-1500mm above floor.  Currently 
satisfactory glass doors.

No action required.

5.5 Adequate space for wheelchair 
user to open door while clear of 
swing

Leading edge of door must be minimum of 300mm clear of 
side wall. Door in open position must be 1300mm clear of 
any other obstruction.  Currently satisfactory.

No action required.



DDA Requirements

Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

5.6 Door control at suitable height for 
both standing and seated users

Door handles should be at 1000mm high.  Currently 
satisfactory.

No action required.

5.7 Door handle easy to grip Should be of the type suitable for persons to easily grip or 
apply sufficient pressure to operate without slipping off.  
Currently satisfactory.

No action required.

5.8 Door closer of suitable type Closers if required should not be too strong to operate. 
Recommended max pressure for a closer is 25-30 Newton.  
Currently satisfactory.

No action required.

5.9 Entry phones / security systems 
suitable?

Entry phones or security systems must not make it more 
difficult for a disabled person to access. Entry phones 
should contain a LED display for persons with hearing 
impairments. Security systems should be detailed to allow 
use by people with sensory or mobility impairments

n/a

5.10 Glazed entrance door suitably 
marked

Fully glazed doors must have adequate safety marking for 
visibility; currently satisfactory.

No action required.

5.11 Automated doors timing, visual or 
tactile info and warnings

Automated doors preferred sliding. Doors opening swing 
should have low energy operators to prevent entrapments 
or excessive contact. The timing should be sufficient to 
permit the passage of slow moving persons.

n/a

5.12 Revolving door, supplemented by 
a non-revolving door

Ambulant disabled, persons with impaired sight and guide 
dogs may not have sufficient confidence to negotiate a 
revolving door. It is best for these doors to be 
supplemented with a fully operational swing door.

n/a

5.13 Weather matt of suitable type, 
firm and flush with floor

A firm and flush entrance matt should project 1500mm into 
the building, currently satisfactory.

No action required.

6 Reception Areas and Lobbies



DDA Requirements

Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

6.1 Clear view in from outside Helpful, Doors should have vision panels whereby persons 
standing or seated may easily see persons on either side of 
the door. Vision zone 900-1500mm above floor, currently 
satisfactory.

No action required.

6.2 Transitional Lighting? Should be well lit, currently satisfactory. No action required.
6.3 Lobby: Inner door meets same 

criteria as entrance door, big 
enough for wheelchairs to pass 
first door before negotiating 
second door

The inner door is the same design as the main entrance 
door and is therefore satisfactory.

No action required.

6.4 Adequate signing at suitable 
levels and clear

see also section 17 No action required.

6.5 Reception desk at suitable 
heights for both standing and 
seated users

See also section 16a No action required.

6.6 Induction Loop Fitted Induction loops should be easily operated. Staff should be 
trained in the use of the system. Loop signs should be 
appropriately displayed.  There is no induction loop fitted.

Consideration should be given to have an induction 
loop to be fitted.

300

6.7 Telephone provided? If provided see section 16b n/a
6.8 Waiting area seating designed for 

ease of use, space for 
wheelchairs

See also section 16a No action required.

6.9 Info to reach other parts of 
building signs or tactile

see also section 17 n/a

6.10 Surfaces suitable Low pile carpet currently satisfactory. No action required.

7 Corridors



DDA Requirements

Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

7.1 Corridors wide enough to pass Corridors should be 1200 wide and clear of any protruding 
obstruction. Fire extinguishers etc should be recessed. 
Parts of a corridor should be wide enough to permit two 
wheelchairs to pass. i.e. min 1400mm wide.  Corridors 
throughout school are plenty wide enough at 2170mm. 

satisfactory

7.2 Free from obstructions and 
hazards

Corridor widths should be free from obstruction satisfactory

7.3 Adequate Turning space May need to be tee shaped for electric scooters to turn 
round.

n/a

7.4 Internal Lobbies sufficient space Some egress lobbies are tight for space and it would be 
difficult/not feasible to widen them, but there are many exit 
points which could be used instead with wider clear 
opening widths.

satisfactory

7.5 Natural & Artificial Lighting avoid 
glare and silhouettes

Avoid glazing at ends of corridors to prevent glare.  Glazing 
is added where possible to maximise natural light in what 
would otherwise be dark areas.

satisfactory

7.6 Visual clues to aid orientation Signs, Directional signs, colour coding areas satisfactory

7.7 Suitable floor surfaces combination of tiles, carpet, (low pile), and laminate/vinyl. satisfactory

7.8 Directional or Information signs 
suitable for both standing and 
seated users

satisfactory satisfactory

7.9 Tactile signs n/a n/a

8 Internal Doors

8.1 Is the door necessary for safety 
or functional reasons

Is there a real need for the door to be in that location? Or 
could it be removed.  All doors are deemed necessary.

satisfactory

8.2 Distinguishable from its 
surroundings

Ideally the door or its frame should be distinguishable from 
its background.

satisfactory

8.3 Glass Doors: Clearly visible when 
closed

All glass doors should have adequate markings to  make it 
visible.

satisfactory



DDA Requirements

Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

8.4 Adequate vision of people either 
side of door

Doors should have vision panels whereby persons standing 
or seated may easily see persons on either side of the door. 
Vision zone 900-1500mm above floor

The nursery door does not have a vision panel so this 
should be changed for safety reasons.

200

8.5 Sufficiently wide for wheelchair 
users

Minimum 750mm clear preferred 800mm.  Doors range in 
width from 850mm to 700mm.  Site constraints impact on 
whether doors can be widened.  

satisfactory;This could be monitored/managed in the 
first instance as a check for any problems. (manage)

8.6 Adequate space alongside 
leading edge for wheelchair user

Leading edge to wall should be minimum 300mm, where 
wheelchair users are expected to pass through. Not 
relevant for ambulant disabled toilets.

satisfactory

8.7 Door control at suitable height Maximum height of handles 1000mm satisfactory
8.8 Control clearly distinguishable 

from door
Handles should be easily seen and contrasting colour to 
that of door.

satisfactory

8.9 Easily gripped and operated Handles should project from door about 45mm, be approx 
12mm dia minimum. Have return ends to prevent slippage.

satisfactory

8.10 Door light enough to operate Heavy doors should have sufficient  hinges as to lighten the 
operation of the door. Alternatively to offer automatic 
opening

n/a

8.11 Door closers adequate and not 
too strong

Door closers should be adjusted not to exceed 25-30 
Newton's

Some doors, (new classroom fire doors), should have 
their closers adjusting as currently they are too heavy 
at around 40 newtons.  (manage)

9 Internal Ramps

9.1 Is there a ramp at internal level 
change

No n/a

9.2 Ramp available for short rise 
within a single storey

No n/a

9.3 Wide enough & suitably graded Ramps should be 1200mm wide with a minimum of 
1000mm clear width at handrail positions. Gradient should 
be not greater than 1 in 12. Preferred 1 in 15 or less. 1 in 
20 is considered as being level.

n/a
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Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

9.4 Surface slip resistant, firmly fixed 
and easy to maintain

Surfaces should be slip resistant and must not be confused 
with steps or the tactile warnings at the approach of steps. 
The patterns must not cause water to rest as it may 
become ice in winter.

n/a

9.5 Edges protected to prevent 
accidents

Edges of ramps should have a minimum upstand of 
100mm and any balustrade must not be able to catch a 
wheelchair users limbs.

n/a

9.6 Suitable handrails each side 50mm dia handrails should be fitted both sides of a ramp. 
900mm high on sloping surface and 1000mm high on level 
surfaces. The handrails should be easily distinguishable 
from its background

n/a

9.7 If not permanent, Portable or lift Platform lifts are available. satisfactory

9.8 Suitable alternative stair stairs are available satisfactory

10 Internal Stairs

10.1 Treads long enough and all same 
length

Tread should be a minimum of 280mm long satisfactory

10.2 Risers shallow enough & all of 
same height

Risers should not exceed 150mm high satisfactory

10.3 Nosing readily identifiable Nosings should be easily identifiable. Contrasting colour 
and preferably non-slip. Nosings should not protrude 
sufficient to catch the toes of anyone ascending the steps

satisfactory

10.4 Suitable handrails each side 50mm dia handrails should be fitted both sides of a flight 
900mm high on sloping surface and 1000mm high on level 
surfaces. The handrails should be easily distinguishable 
from its background

satisfactory

10.5 Landing big enough and provided 
at intermediate levels in long flight

Landings should be provided at change of direction and 
each flight should not exceed 1200mm high. Landings 
should be the minimum width and length as the width of the 
stairs.

satisfactory
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Item Element Existing / Ideal Conditions Proposed Improvements

ID Building Address Date of Survey H M L
23103377 Shawclough CP School Thrum Hall Lane Rochdale OL12 6NL 23/07/2018

Priority Cost

10.6 Visual & Tactile warnings at top & 
bottom of steps

A corduroy tactile warning should be positioned at top and 
bottom of a flight

Consideration should be give to installing tactile 
warning when flooring refurbishment is undergone.

1000

10.7 Location of stairs adequately 
signed

n/a n/a

10.8 Each level clearly identified by 
tactile and visual information

n/a n/a

10.9 Lighting adequate & well 
positioned

Lighting should be from above or the side and should not 
cause anyone to negotiate the stairs in their own shadow.

satisfactory

11 Lifts

11.1 Passenger lift available No n/a
11.2 Car dimensions sufficient for 

wheelchair
Minimum dimensions are 1400mm x 1100mm n/a

11.3 Support rails in car appropriately 
designed and positioned

Minimum 900mm off floor, minimum2 sides of car n/a

11.4 Door opens wide enough minimum 800mm clear n/a
11.5 Delayed action closer and 

override
Doors should remain open for 5 seconds, providing an 
adequate entry time. Infrared or photocells should also 
reactivate devices to prevent entrapment.

n/a

11.6 Controls and emergency call 
located easily visual and tactile 
information

Control panels should be located on a side wall, 400mm 
from doors, preferred both side walls. Raised and well 
contrasted numbers on buttons help people with sight 
impairments. Braille can also be used. Alarm buttons 
should be fitted with a visual acknowledgement that the 
alarm has been sounded. Emergency phones should be 
fitted with inductive couplers.

n/a

11.7 Voice indication of floor reached Audible announcements are recommended internal and 
external

n/a

11.8 Floor indicator clear and call 
controls easily reached

Visual displays are recommended internal and external n/a
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11.9 Location of lifts clearly defined by 
visual and tactile information

n/a n/a

11.10 Sufficient unobstructed area 
outside of lift for waiting and 
manoeuvring of wheelchairs

Landings should be of sufficient size for wheelchairs turn 
into or out of the lift. Preferred 1500mm x 1500mm

n/a

11.11 Alternative suitable stair n/a n/a

12 Platform Lifts and Stairlifts

12.1 Adequate and Safe approach by 
wheelchairs at top & bottom

yes satisfactory

12.2 Platform adequate size for 
wheelchair

yes satisfactory

12.3 Controls and emergency call 
located easily visual and tactile 
information

yes satisfactory

12.4 If power fails does platform 
automatically return to lower level 
and allow egress

yes satisfactory

12.5 When not in use does stairlift 
platform automatically revert to 
folded position so that it does not 
obstruct stair

yes satisfactory

13 WCs: General Provision

13.1 Is there WC provision for people 
with disabilities

Yes satisfactory

13.2 Lobby of sufficient size Yes, however the 2no toilets in the changing areas are 
outdated and do not meet regulation requirements.  There 
are drop down rail/grab rail and cushioned back 
installations to aid ambulant disabled people but these 
require upgrading.

Consideration should be given to refurbish the toilets 
in the changing areas.

1000
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13.3 Lobby door light enough to open 
easily

Yes satisfactory

13.4 Slip resistant floors throughout No  (see 15.6) satisfactory

13.5 Fittings all easily distinguishable 
from background

Yes satisfactory

13.6 Compartment door controls all 
easily gripped and operated

Yes satisfactory

13.7 Sufficient space for ambulant 
disable to manoeuvre

N/a, accessible wc available. n/a

13.8 Can ambulant disabled raise and 
lower themselves in standard 
cubicles

N/a, accessible wc available. n/a

13.9 Is their travel distance to a 
suitable WC no greater than that 
for able bodied

N/a n/a

13.10 Provision for wheelchair users N/a, accessible wc available. n/a

14 WCs: Wheelchair Users

Part M Layout
14.1 Compartment large enough for 

transfer in all directions with 
assistance

Minimum size 1500 wide x 2000 deep. Allows for front and 
one side only transfer. Not sufficiently wide for assistants.  
There are 2no accessible wc's, one measuring 2100 x 1530 
and the other is 2000 x 2430.

Adequate provision.

14.2 If more than one WC - are 
layouts handed

Yes both are to the left had side. Consider refurbing smaller wc to right hand side to 
give more options.

500

14.3 Hand wash / dry in easy reach of 
person seated on WC

Doc M shows handbasin 250mm in front of WC satisfactory

Peninsular Layout
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14.4 Compartment large enough for 
transfer in all directions with 
assistance

Peninsular layout shows 2500 x 2000 to allow for transfer 
from either side with assistants

n/a

14.5 Hand wash / dry in easy reach of 
person seated in wheelchair

n/a

14.6 Approach free of obstructions n/a

14.7 Location clearly signed n/a
14.8 Travel distance no greater than 

that required by able bodied 
person

n/a

14.9 Sufficient space outside to 
manoeuvre wheelchair

Minimum 1200wide corridor. n/a

14.10 Door controls and light switches 
easily reached and operated

see internal doors and electrics n/a

14.11 Fittings arranged to facilitate easy 
manoeuvre

see layout recommended in Doc M and Designing for 
Accessibility

n/a

14.12 Taps appropriate for persons with 
limited dexterity

Screw top taps do not suite everyone. Hospital type Lever 
taps are more appropriate.

n/a

14.13 Suitable grab rails fitted in all 
positions

Position and quantity of grab rails and drop down rails are 
shown in Doc M

n/a

14.14 Manoeuvring area free from 
obstructions

Toilets should not be used for storage of other items unless 
the rooms are of adequate size and storage cupboards are 
inbuilt.

n/a

15 Internal Surfaces

15.1 Floor surfaces suitable for 
passage of wheelchairs

Non-directional, firmly fixed and carpets should be on 
shallow dense pile.

satisfactory

15.2 Junctions between surfaces 
correctly detailed

Should not create an obstacle or trip hazard. satisfactory

15.3 Floor and wall surfaces free from 
glare and reflection

Preferred matt finishes not glossy. satisfactory
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15.4 Colours, tones and textures 
varied to help distinguish 
between surfaces and 
fixtures/fittings

Where possible colours, tones and textures can aid partially 
sighted persons

n/a

15.5 Textured surfaces to aid 
orientation

Textured surfaces can aid partially sighted or blind persons 
and warn of hazards or change of direction etc. 

n/a

15.6 Floor surfaces to be slip resistant Floor finishes must be slip resistant.  There are some areas 
in the school, toilet, changing, fire exit areas, which have 
quarry floor tiling.  

This type of flooring can be slippy when wet and 
should be changed for anti-slip vinyl flooring to toilet 
and changing areas and barrier matting to fire exits.

4000

15.7 Avoid brightly, boldly patterned 
floors

n/a n/a

15.8 Busy or distracting wall coverings n/a n/a

16 Facilities

Seating
16.1 Seats provided at intervals along 

long internal routes
n/a n/a

16.2 Seats stable with armrests and 
provided in a range of heights

n/a n/a

16.3 In waiting areas space for 
wheelchairs alongside seating

Yes satisfactory

Counters
16.4 Provision on both sides for 

wheelchair users
Counter top Knee room of min 400 deep, 600 preferred. 
650 minimum height to underside, preferred 750.  The 
reception counter is 700mm high and 350mm deep.

satisfactory but if replaced, please note knee depth 
should be increased.
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16.5 Induction loops fitted at counters 
with glazed screen or 
background noise

Induction loops should be supplied at point of first contact 
and particularly where glazed screens separate customer 
and employee

See 6.6

16.6 Counters designed and 
positioned to avoid reflections or 
silhouetting

Window positions behind receptions should be avoided. 
Lighting positions should be down lighters or positioned to 
light up faces.

satisfactory

Telephones
16.7 Fixed at a height that allows easy 

use for wheelchair users
If available should be 1200 max to slot or highest button. 
Support rails, perching seat and shelf should also be 
available.

n/a

16.8 Is there a text phone Yes / No n/a

Alarms
16.9 Audible alarms supplemented by 

visual alarms
Flashing lights assist persons with hearing impairments. Consider installing flashing becons to work alongside 

alarm bells.
2500

Controls
16.10 Colour and tonal contrast helps 

distinguish controls from 
background

Controls relate to many items. Call buttons for lifts. Light 
switches. Plug sockets. Push buttons controls etc. Heights 
vary but should be easily reached. 

satisfactory, door bell height is 1250mm which is 
slightly high for a wheelchair user, consider lowering 
when refurbishment undertaken.

100

17 Wayfinding

17.1 Overall layout of building 
reasonably clear and logical

Subject to size of building. satisfactory

17.2 Signs in logical positions Yes satisfactory
17.3 Easily identifiable against their 

background
Yes satisfactory

17.4 Easy to read Yes satisfactory
17.5 Information also in tactile form  No n/a in the event that a visually impaired child attends 

school, they would not be left alone to find their way 
around.
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17.6 Is there a clear key at a central 
information point to convey what 
textured surfaces mean

No n/a

18 Lighting

18.1 Lighting designed to meet a wide 
range of users

Good lighting is essential for everyone for visibility and 
safety

satisfactory

18.2 Level of lighting sufficient for 
intended use

Yes satisfactory

18.3 Lights positioned where they do 
not cause glare, reflection, 
shadows or pools of light or dark

Yes satisfactory

18.4 Can occupiers control lighting Yes satisfactory

18.5 Workspaces: is lighting 
controllable and adjustable to 
meet needs of individuals

No n/a

18.6 Automatically activated booster 
lighting for dim conditions

 No n/a

18.7 Fluorescent lighting installed only 
where it is unlikely to cause 
inconvenience to people with 
hearing impairments

Yes satisfactory

19 Acoustics

19.1 Acoustic environment suitable for 
intended use

People with hearing impairment need background noise 
kept to a minimum, but partially sighted people can benefit 
from hearing sounds.

satisfactory

19.2 Are Quiet and Noisy areas 
separated by a buffer zone

Yes satisfactory
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19.3 Environment free of 
unnecessarily obtrusive noise

Yes satisfactory

19.4 Good balance of hard and soft 
surfaces

Yes satisfactory

19.5 Main power supplies routed away 
from public spaces to avoid 
interference with hearing aids

n/a n/a

19.6 Induction loops fitted wherever 
information given or meetings 
held

No n/a

19.7 If induction loop precluded is 
infrared system available

No n/a

20 Means of Escape

20.1 Audible alarm supplemented by 
visual system

No Consideration should be given to installing flashing 
becons. (see 16.9).

20.2 Ground Floor exit routes as 
accessible to all, including 
wheelchair users

No, approx half of the fire exit doors have an external step, 
whilst the rest have either level egress or are ramped.

Consideration should be given to ramping more fire 
exits but at the very least PEEPs should be in place 
for any wheelchair user in order that they can 
evacuate from an accessible exit, (manage).

20.3 Vertical escape possible using a 
fire protected lift with an 
independent power supply

No n/a

20.4 Alternative places of safety or 
refuge

No n/a

21 Building Management Checklist
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21.1 External Routes, including steps 
and ramps, kept clean, 
unobstructed and free from snow 
and ice?

Yes / No

21.2 Car Parking: designated spaces 
not used by non-disabled drivers 
and kept clear of obstructions

Ensure that non-disabled drivers do not occupy bays 
intended for disabled people

21.3 Doors: Door closers and 
ironmongery maintained. Side 
hung doors as alternative to 
revolving doors

Closers and ironmongery should be kept clean and well 
maintained and free-moving. Side doors to revolving doors 
are kept unlocked.

21.4 Horizontal Circulation: space 
required for wheelchair 
manoeuvre not obstructed.

Spaces for wheelchair manoeuvres should not be blocked 
by deliveries or storage

21.5 Vertical Circulation: All lifts 
checked regularly for proper 
function.

Lifts should be regularly checked car floor aligns with 
structural floor. Short rise lifts must not be abused by 
people using them for goods lifts. 

21.6 WC's: not used as unofficial 
storage areas.

Ensure that supplies of toilet tissue and paper towels are 
regularly replenished. Not to be used as unofficial storage.

21.7 Surfaces: not made slippery by 
cleaning process. Junctions 
between surfaces not hazardous. 
Repairs are like for like. 
Redecoration does not 
compromise a carefully devised 
colour scheme.

Self explanatory

21.8 Wayfinding: maps updated when 
building changes. New signs are 
integrated with existing. Signs are 
replaced correctly after 
redecoration.

Maps should be updated when departments move offices 
etc. Re-decoration should not compromise a carefully 
selected colour scheme designed to impart information to 
people with poor sight.
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21.9 Lighting: windows lamps and 
blinds kept clean to maximise 
available light. Blown bulbs are 
swiftly replaced.

Self explanatory

21.10 Acoustics: induction loops and 
infrared systems advertised and 
checked regularly for proper 
function. Air conditioning and 
heating units regularly maintained 
to minimise noise due to wear?

Self explanatory

21.11 Means of Escape: Exit routes 
checked and clear of obstruction, 
including locked doors and 
combustible materials. Alarm 
systems, including those in 
WC's, regularly checked. New 
staff trained in alarm response 
procedures. Escape strategy for 
visitors who may need 
assistance. personal egress plan 
for persons who need 
assistance. personal vibratory 
alarms for employees with 
hearing impairments. escape 
strategy and plans checked 
regularly for efficiency

Self explanatory

21.12 Access Action Plan: Is there a 
plan to carry forward information 
and recommendations from this 
audit.

Yes / No
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Shawclough Primary School 
 

Access Audit Photographic Schedule 
(Numbered as per Survey) 

 
 
 
 
 

1. Approach 2.Car Parking 
 

1.11 Consider installation of a bench on 
route from the main road to school 

entrance. 
 

 
2.1 Existing disabled bay incorrectly lined 

and access to school reception is via 
steps. 

 
2.4 It is recommended that the 

disabled bay be re-sited to this 
area of the school grounds where 
it is flat and near to the end of the 

proposed new ramp. 
 

 
2.8  It is recommended that lighting within 

the car park is upgraded. 

 
 
 

 



3. External Ramps  

 
3.6 Proposed site of the new ramp, ending 
near to new propsed site of the disabled 

parking bay. 

 
3.6 The recommended gradient would not 
be achieved here due to site constraints 
but ‘reasonable adjustments’ should be 

considered.  The gradient achieved would 
be 1:8, which is the same as the current 

main pedestrian entrance ramp. 

 
4. External Steps 

 

4.1 Incorrect tactile paving has been 
installed (blistered),denoting a ‘crossing’.  

Tactile paving at steps should be 
corduroy. (Steps set 1) 

4.1 Consider removing step and replacing 
with a ramp to aid pushair/wheelchair 

users with access to reception. 



4.2 It is recommended that a balustrade 
be installed in order to comply with 

Building Regs ‘K’ prevention of falling.  
(Steps set 4). 

4.2 Consider installation of handrails to 
both sides of steps (steps set 1) 

4.2 Existing handrail in poor condition 
and doesn’t meet regulation guidelines.  

Handrail should return back to the wall to 
prevent garments catching. (steps set 2). 

4.4 Consideration should be given to 
rebuilding steps set 2 with minimum, 

uniform tread and nosings. 

  

4.5 Consideration should be given to 
improving steps set 1 to lose overhang 

and prevent trip hazards. 

8. Internal Doors 
8.4 The nursery door should be changed 

for a door with vision panels. 
 
 

 
 



13. W.C.’s General Provision 
 

 

13.2  changing room/toilet provision in 
need of refurbishment. 

 

13.2 changing room toilet provision is 
outdated and should be refurbished. 

14. W.C.’s Wheelchair Users 
 

15. Internal Surfaces 

14.2  When toilet provision is upgraded 
consider moving to opposite hand. 

15.6  Quarry tiles can be slippery when 
wet, consider replacing with anti-slip 

vinyl. 
 

15.6  Replace quarry tiles with anti -slip 
vinyl. 

 

15.6 Replace quarry tiles with anti -slip 
vinyl. 



20 Means of Escape 
 

Garden Area Quadrant 

20.2 Many exit doors have a step, PEEPS 
should be in place for persons struggling 

to negotiate a step. 
 

Stepped access, 100mm, from 2no doors, 
consider ramping one exit route. 

    


